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SECRET

18 May 147

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR, CIG
Bubject: BRBackground Papers on Dsvelopment of CIG

" A« It is pot oommpnly recognized that the coneepticn
of a oeptralized intelligence service for the United States
Sovernmsnt has a rtlut&vf%l long history. The eatablighe
asnt of the Hational Intelligence Autherizg in January 1948
was the culminsation of discussions and studies which had
been going on for nearly two years. '

B: It has seomed to me that a certain emount of value
might be derived from colle cting in one place & selection of
the most pertinent background papers. They will at least
domonatrats thet the idea of centralized intelllgence is not
noval, that the existing system is the outgrowth of sesrching
studies on the part of exgeedingly diverss participants
possessing widely divergent motivations, and that therefors
further new investigations might be expected to be entirely
superfliuous. '

. ‘The papers 1n this collection are selected from
more yoluminous flles whieh, although they have some bears
ing on the subject, provide sither unnecessary duplications
or make no real sontridution to the developmwent of the ideas.
Astuslly meny of them sre interesting for the aidelights
they throw on the difficulties which had to be overcome in
moving the plens along at all, but they would be apt to
detract gttention from the ecentral ldes had they been included.

4+ There ere two papers which have been omitted be«
oauss® they were not avallable in the files at my diasposal.
These two papers are JIC 23#/5 and the samended JCS 1181/5
dated 1D Zeptember 1945. Presumably these can be cbtained
from the JOS. They should be inecluded here besause the
present in almost finel form the outline of the Nationa
Intelligance Authority and ths ClG.

., Mr. Houston habk looked over this collection, and
suggests that in the event of detalled legislative discussion
of CIA the snswers to many questions may bs found here.
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